
The Chief Justice  
Edward F. Hennessey Fellowship 

About the Hennessey Summer Fellowship 

The MENTAL HEALTH LEGAL ADVISORS COMMITTEE established the Chief Justice Edward 
F. Hennessey Fellowship at its 35th anniversary celebration at the John Adams 
Courthouse on October 2, 2008.  The summer Fellowship honors the former Chief 
Justice and perpetuates the memory of his many contributions to protect the due 
process rights of all citizens, including those involved with the mental health system.  

Each year a small committee of MHLAC staff and board members will select a 
deserving law school student with a demonstrated commitment to mental health 
advocacy to serve as an Edward F. Hennessey Fellow.  The student will receive a 
stipend of $6,000 to work for ten weeks during the summer with MHLAC or another 
Massachusetts legal service program to advance the rights of persons with mental 
illness and their families.  

Application Requirements and Process 

MHLAC invites law students in good standing enrolled in a United States law school to 
apply.  Student applicants must show a commitment to public interest law with specific 
experience working with persons with mental illness considered a plus.  Students must 
be available to work ten (10) continuous, full-time weeks during the summer.

All applicants for the Edward F. Hennessey Fellowship must complete an Applicant 
Information Form (AIF) and submit it together with their essay, resume, official law 
school transcript, and two letters of reference.

Applications are due no later than close of business on March 15, 2010.  Decisions will 
be rendered on April 15, 2010.

For more information, contact Kate Dulit, Esq., Director of Training and Communication, 
MHLAC by phone: 617 338 2345 x30 or email: kdulit@mhlac.org.
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Applicant Information Form (AIF) 

Part One: Personal

Name

Address

Phone _________________________________

Email __________________________________

Undergraduate College/University
and Degree Received ____________________________________________

Law School ___________________________________________________

Year ____________________  GPA ___________________ 

Honors __________________________________________________ 

Language(s) other
than English ______________________________________________ 

Fluency Level__________native speaker ________ college study ________ 

Part Two: Essay Question 

In an essay that is single-spaced and no more than three typed pages, please address 
the following: 

Describe the factors that went into your decision to apply for this Fellowship in 
mental health law, including your particular skills and talents as well as past 
experience.  Please also address what you hope to gain from the experience.   
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Part Three: Submitting your Application Packet 

A complete application packet includes: 

Application Information Form (AIF) 
 Essay 
 Resume 
 Official law school transcript 
 Two letters of reference (one academic and one other) 

Send your complete application packet by March 15, 2010 to:

Ellie Sarcia, Administrative Assistant 
 MHLAC 

399 Washington Street, 4th floor 
Boston, MA 02108 
esarcia@mhlac.org


