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Comparing the habits, attitudes of Russian -language and English-language bloggers 

A brief search of the Internet unveils the obvious: bloggers are not all alike.  Rarely does the average 
)ÎÔÅÒÎÅÔ ÕÓÅÒ ÇÅÔ Á ÃÈÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÄÉÇ ÄÅÅÐÅÒ ÉÎÔÏ ÈÏ× ÁÎÄ ×ÈÙ ÂÌÏÇÇÅÒÓȭ ÈÁÂÉÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅÓ ÖÁÒÙȟ ÍÕÃÈ 
less across linguistic divides like Russian and English.  That is precisely what we did. 

Our surveys of Russian-language bloggers and their English-language counterparts present an 
opportunity to compare what topics these bloggers write about, which institutions inspire their 
confidence, and whether they prefer to blog anonymously or not.  The survey results offer a glimpse 
into these two diverse blogging cultures: Russian-language bloggers are more likely to blog about 
politics, remain anonymous online and exhibit low levels of confidence in many civil institutions.  
Their English-language counterparts prefer to blog about more lifestyle topics, use both 
pseudonyms and full names, and display higher levels of confidence in certain institutions.  The full 
survey results are available here. 

For Russian-ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÂÌÏÇÇÅÒÓȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÁÌÌ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÓɂÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ ÍÏÓÔÌÙ ÌÏÃÁÌ 

When we asked Russian bloggers to list the topics they had blogged about in the past month, one 
subject quickly emerged as the frontrunner: politics.  The word clouds below show that politics is 
one of the most popular topics in both groups of bloggers we surveyed.[1]   We tallied up the actual 
responses, too, which shows that about 20 percent of Russian-language bloggers and nearly 40 
percent of highly linked to Russian-language bloggers have blogged about politics in the past 
month. 

Highly linked to English-language blogs are on par with their Russian counterparts in blogging 
about politics.  However, politics is a less popular topic among English-language bloggers, who tend 
to write more about hobbies, family issues and professional interests. When we tallied up their 
responses, only about 5 percent of English-language bloggers said they had blogged about politics 
in the last month. 

Blogged about Politics   

 

http://blogs.law.harvard.edu/bloggingcommon/files/2012/06/BloggingCommon_Russian_fullresults.pdf
https://blogs.law.harvard.edu/bloggingcommon/wp-admin/post.php?post=331&action=edit&message=10#fn1
http://blogs.law.harvard.edu/bloggingcommon/files/2012/06/politicschart21.jpg
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