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INDEFINITE WAR

SUMMARY TABLE 
Certain IHL Treaty Provisions and ICTY Formulations concerning the End of International Armed Conflict 

IACs Other Than Belligerent Occupations Belligerent Occupations 

Issue Source or 
Authority Provision(s) 

Concerning certain 
persons deprived of 

liberty (but not 
including, e.g., medical 
personnel under GC I) 

GCs III &/or 
IV (1949) 

“Prisoners of war shall be released and repatriated without 
delay after the cessation of active hostilities.” (Art. 118(1), GC 
III); certain matters, e.g., advances of pay to POWs “shall form 
the subject of arrangements between the Powers concerned, 
at the close of hostilities” (Art. 67 GC III); certain wounded and 
sick “shall be repatriated direct” (Art. 110, GC III); “Prisoners of 
war against whom criminal proceedings for an indictable 
offence are pending may be detained until the end of such 
proceedings, and, if necessary, until the completion of the 
punishment. The same shall apply to prisoners of war already 
convicted for an indictable offence.” (Art. 119(4) GC III); 
“restrictive measures taken regarding protected persons 
[including depriving them of liberty pursuant to Art. 42(1) of 
GC IV] shall be cancelled as soon as possible after the close of 
hostilities” (Art. 46(1) GC IV; “Each interned person shall be 
released by the Detaining Power as soon as the reasons which 
necessitated his internment no longer exist.” (Art. 132(1) GC 
IV); “Internment shall cease as soon as possible after the close 
of hostilities.” (Art. 133(1) GC IV; see also Art. 134 GC IV)) 

“In the case of occupied territory, the application of [GC IV] shall cease one year after 
the general close of military operations; however, the Occupying Power shall be 
bound, for the duration of the occupation, to the extent that such Power exercises the 
functions of government in such territory, by the provisions of the following Articles of 
the present Convention: 1 to 12, 27, 29 to 34, 47, 49, 51, 52, 53, 59, 61 to 77, 143(4] 
Protected persons whose release, repatriation or re-establishment may take place 
after such dates shall meanwhile continue to benefit by [GC IV].” (Art. 6(3)–(4) GC IV); 
“Protected persons who have been accused of offences or convicted by the courts in 
occupied territory, shall be handed over at the close of occupation, …”; “Internment 
shall cease as soon as possible after the close of hostilities.” (Art. 133(1) GC IV; see 
also Art. 132(1) GC IV) 

AP I (1977) 

“Persons who are arrested, detained or interned for reasons 
related to the armed conflict shall enjoy the protection 
provided by [Art. 75 AP I] until final release, repatriation or 
restablishment, even after the end of the armed conflict.” 
(Art. 75(6) AP I; see also Art. 75(3) AP I) 

“persons [whose final release, repatriation or re-establishment takes place after the 
termination of the occupation] shall continue to benefit from the relevant provisions of 
[GCs I–IV and AP I] until their final release, repatriation or re-establishment.” (Art. 3(b) 
AP I) 

General applicability of 
IHL and general 

termination of grave-
breaches & war-crimes 

periods (other than 
persons deprived of 

liberty after the 
conflict) 

GC IV (1949) 
“In the territory of Parties to the conflict, the application of [GC 
IV] shall cease on the general close of military operations.”
(Art. 6(2) GC IV) 

“In the case of occupied territory, the application of [GC IV] shall cease one year after 
the general close of military operations; however, the Occupying Power shall be 
bound, for the duration of the occupation, to the extent that such Power exercises the 
functions of government in such territory, by the provisions of the following Articles of 
the present Convention: 1 to 12, 27, 29 to 34, 47, 49, 51, 52, 53, 59, 61 to 77, 143(4] 
Protected persons whose release, repatriation or re-establishment may take place 
after such dates shall meanwhile continue to benefit by [GC IV].” (Art. 6(3)–(4) GC IV); 

AP I (1977) 
Relevant AP I provisions cease to apply “in the territory of the 
Parties to the conflict, on the general close of military 
operations” (Art. 3(b) AP I; see also Art. 85 (AP I) 

Relevant provisions cease to apply “in the case of occupied territories, on the 
termination of the occupation” (Art. 3(b) AP I; see also Art. 85 (AP I)) 

ICTY (1995) IHL continues to apply “until general conclusion of peace is reached” (ICTY, Tadić, 1995, ¶ 70; though more specific IHL treaty-based provisions may 
extend the duration of the relevant obligation [implied by reference to GCs I and III in id. at ¶ 67] 

Certain submarine 
cables 

Hague 
Regulations 

(1907) 
No relevant provision 

“Submarine cables connecting an occupied territory with a neutral territory shall not be 
seized or destroyed except in the case of absolute necessity. Such cables must likewise 
be restored and compensation fixed when peace is made.” (Art. 54 HC IV HR) 

Seized private 
“munitions de guerre” 

and certain related 
items 

Hague 
Regulations 

(1907) 
No relevant provision 

“All appliances, whether on land, at sea, or in the air, adapted for the transmission of 
news, or for the transport of persons or things, exclusive of cases governed by naval 
law, depots of arms, and, generally, all kinds of ammunition of war, may be seized, 
even if they belong to private individuals, but must be restored and compensation fixed 
when peace is made.” (Art. 53(2) HC IV HR) 

Minefields, mines and 
booby-traps 

CCW 
Protocol II 
(as amen. 

1996) 

Various recording-related obligations are affixed to the period “immediately after the cessation of active hostilities” (Art. 9(2) CCW Protocol II); “[w]ithout 
delay after the cessation of active hostilities, all minefields, mined areas, mines, booby-traps and other devices shall be cleared, removed, destroyed or 
maintained in accordance with” Articles 3(2) and 5 (Art. 10(1) CCW Protocol II).  

Explosive remnants of 
war 

CCW 
Protocol V 

(2003) 

"After the cessation of active hostilities and as soon as feasible, each High Contracting Party and party to an armed conflict shall mark and clear, remove 
or destroy explosive remnants of war in affected territories under its control." (Art. 3(2) CCW Protocol V); "After the cessation of active hostilities and as 
soon as feasible, each High Contracting Party and party to an armed conflict shall take [certain] following measures in affected territories under its control, 
to reduce the risks posed by explosive remnants of war" (Art. 3(3) CCCW Protocol V); certain Contracting Parties and parties to an armed conflict "shall, 
without delay after the cessation of active hostilities and as far as practicable, subject to these parties’ legitimate security interests, make available 
certain information to the party or parties in control of the affected area" (Art. 4(2) CCW Protocol V) 

Denunciation or 
withdrawal

GCs I–IV 
(1949) 

“a denunciation of which notification has been made at a time when the denouncing Power is involved in a conflict shall not take effect until peace has 
been concluded, and until after operations connected with the release and repatriation of the persons protected by the present Convention have been 
terminated.” (Articles 63(3)/62(3)/142(3) GCs I–III; see also article 158(3) GC IV) 

AP I (1977) 
“If … on the expiry of that year the denouncing Party is engaged in one of the situations referred to in Article 1, the denunciation shall not take effect 
before the end of the armed conflict or occupation and not, in any case, before operations connected with the final release, repatriation or re-
establishment of the persons protected by the Conventions or this Protocol have been terminated.” (Art. 99(1) AP I); see also Art. 14(1) AP III 

CCW (1980) 

“If … on the expiry of that year the denouncing High Contracting Party is engaged in one of the situations referred to in Article 1, the Party shall continue to be bound by 
the obligations of this Convention and of the relevant annexed Protocols until the end of the armed conflict or occupation and, in any case, until the termination of 
operations connected with the final release, repatriation or re-establishment of the person protected by the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict, 
and in the case of any annexed Protocol containing provisions concerning situations in which peace-keeping, observation or similar functions are performed by 
United Nations forces or missions in the area concerned, until the termination of those functions.” (Art. 9(2) CCW)
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